
• Pension funding:
Gov. Murphy has funded educators’ pensions at record 
levels. Believing the state should keep its promises 
to educators, Gov. Murphy kept his 2017 campaign 
promise to make the state’s first full pension payment in 
more than 25 years – and he did so a full year ahead of 
schedule. Gov. Murphy stopped kicking the can down 
the road and made educators a top priority. He also 
worked with legislative leaders to add an additional 
$505 million to the full pension payment

• School Funding: 
Gov. Murphy has proven he values public schools. He 
has increased school funding to record levels. He’s 
increased access to preschool for working families. 
He’s expanded access to tuition reimbursement at 
community colleges for qualified students and added 
an additional $5 million in state funding to community 
colleges. He closed the digital divide that existed in 
New Jersey’s public schools, and continues to find fair, 
equitable approaches to ensuring all students across 
the state get what they deserve.

•  Respect for Public School Employees/
Workers’ Rights:

Gov. Murphy supports educators and unions. Working 
with NJEA members, Gov. Murphy signed the Chapter 
78 relief bill and two ESP Job Justice bills into law. Gov. 
Murphy has consistently worked with educators and 
NJEA leaders on a wide array of issues. He’s attended 
educator conferences, included educators on policy-
related decisions, and has worked to restore respect 
and ensure all public school employees are treated 
with dignity. 

• LGBTQ Curriculum:
Gov. Murphy signed and supports the recently passed 
LGBTQ Curriculum. A champion of inclusion, diversity 
and teaching the truth, Gov. Murphy signed the LGBTQ 
curriculum into law in 2019. With Murphy’s signature, 
New Jersey became the second state to implement 
an LGBTQ-inclusive curriculum. The passage of the 
law and subsequent implementation of the curriculum 
was lauded by Garden State Equality as an important 
marker of progress in New Jersey’s public schools. 

• COVID-19 Response:
Gov. Murphy has followed the science and health 
care professionals. Since the start of the COVID-19 
pandemic, Gov. Murphy has worked to keep New 
Jersey’s residents safe. He has consistently prioritized 
science over politics and has focused on keeping 
students and staff safer during this global pandemic.
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Gov. Murphy on the issues:  
his record speaks for itself


